PART ix: 1782-3
an ARCH-BISHOP, as such a studied elaboration of homage,
such an extension of limb, such a flexion of body, as have
seldom or ever been equalled.
I cannot help mentioning with much regret, that by my
own negligence I lost an opportunity of having the history
of my family from its founder Thomas Boswell, in 1504, re-
corded and illustrated by Johnson's pen. Such was his good-
ness to me, that when I presumed to solicit him for so great
a favour, he was pleased to say, Xet me have all the materials
you can collect^and I will do it both in Latin and English;
then let it be printed and copies of it be deposited in various
places for security and preservation.'
On April 18, (being Good-Friday,) I found him at break-
fast, in his usual manner upon that day, drinking tea without
milk, and eating a cross-bun to prevent faintness; we went to
St Clement's church, as formerly. When we came home from
church, he placed himself on one of the stone-seats at his
garden-door, and I took the other, and thus in the open air
and in a placid frame of mind, he talked away very easily,
JOHNSON. 'Were I a country gentleman, I should not be
very hospitable, I should not have crowds in my house.9 Bo s-
WELL. 'Sir Alexander Dick tells me, that he remembers
having a thousand people in a year to dine at his house : that
is, reckoning each person as one, each time that he dbed
there.' JOHNSON. 'That, Sir, is about three a day.' BOS-
WELL. 'How your statement lessens the idea.' JOHNSON.
That, Sir, is the good of counting. It brings every thing to a
certainty, which before floated in the mind indefinitely.'
BOSWELL. 'But Omne ignotum pro magnifico est: [the un-
known always passes for something grand] one is sorry to
have this diminished.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, you should not allow
yourself to be delighted with errour.' BOSWELL "Three a
day seem but few.' JOHNSON. 'Nay, Sir, he who entertains
three a day, does very liberally. And if there is a large family,
the poor entertain those three, for they eat what the poor
would get: there must be superfluous meat; it must be given
to the poor, or thrown out' BOSWELL. *I observe in Lon-
don, that the poor go about and gather bones* which I under-
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